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Appreciate Life
Ibaruma Junior High School
Sakura Sunagawa

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the globe. Although it has not spread in Japan at an explosive rate,
the central government declared a state of emergency from April 7 to May 25, requesting lockdown and restriction
on traveling. Golden Week travel plans have been squashed, it has become ‘Stay—at—-Home-Week.

On May 6" was an unforgettable day for me, too. That morning, my grandmother passed away in Mainland
Okinawa. I couldn’t visit her in the hospital or even attend her funeral. Without my grandmother’ s image, the
bone fragment and ashes was brought back in enclosed vase after the cremation. I wished to hold her hands and
embrace her with farewell. Only my father, aunt and uncle attended the funeral. At that time, my father couldn’ t
attend my brother’ s School Entrance Ceremony. We accept this incident with naturalness of being together as
family. However, knowing how sorrowful and grievous those people who lost their lives or their loves one during
coronavirus pandemic, has taught me to live with appreciation. A self-restraint period also gave me the
opportunity to think about the importance of life. Learning to value the small things, talking to family and friends,
something we all are doing now, but often gets neglected in everyday life. Let’ s live in the present and do not
take experiences for granted.
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Spirit of Mutual Aid

Ibaruma Junior High School
Koko Takehara

Apart from Mainland China. Jaban receives a high number of visitors from coronavirus—affected countries
including South Korea. Taiwan. Hong Kong. Thailand. Singanore. Malavsia. and the Philiooines. Tour cancellations
from these countries are expected to cause a significant drop in foreign visitors to Japan this year.

Ishigaki Island where 1 live is alwavs crowded with tourists. too. The tourism industrv was flourishing for
the past few vears. The rapid spread of coronavirus has had a major impact on tourism industry and global
shipping markets.

My parents’ business in sea grapes, a prefectural product of Okinawa, have faced great trouble in shipping
destinations. Due to the decrease of tourists and lockdown, their income has reduced badly. On the other hand,
local products like, Ishigaki beef, tuna and shrimp were sold cheaper than usual because of delivery problems to
the mainland.

However, we the islanders were able to buy and enjoy eating these food that are not normallv easv for us
to get. | could feel the soirit of mutual aid in our societv. With COVID—19 sharpening our awareness, we have an
opportunity and responsibility to improve our social systems to better our life.

From now on. as third graders, we will create a caring atmosphere in our school. Nobody needs to be alone.
We' Il get through this together.
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